High output cardiac failure in a parturient with hereditary haemorrhagic telangiectasia.
Hereditary haemorrhagic telangiectasia is a genetic condition which results in arteriovenous malformations involving the skin, mucous membranes, lung, brain, gastrointestinal tract, liver and spinal canal. The shunting of blood through arteriovenous malformations, especially in the liver,; leads to maldistribution of cardiac output. In order to supply blood to vital organs, cardiac output is increased through vasodilation, elevated stroke volume and elevated heart rate. Pregnancy can worsen the effects of the arteriovenous malformations. We present the peripartum management of a woman with hereditary haemorrhagic telangiectasia predominantly involving the liver that resulted in high output cardiac failure during two consecutive pregnancies.